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movement has not yet acquired such hold on the soldier class
as to embolden them to refuse assistance to the Govern-
ment in time of need. When the soldier class has realized
that they live for the nation, and that it is a travesty of a
soldier's calling when he undertakes to kill to order, the
battle of India's worldly freedom is won. As it is, the
Indian soldier is as much subject to fear as the layman.
He fills the recruiting ranks because he believes that there
is no other means of livelihood. The Government has
made the profession of killing attractive by a system of
special rewards, and by a system of skilfully devised punish-
ments has made it well-nigh impossible for the soldier,
once he is in, to get out without difficulty. In these circum- .
stances I do not delude myself with the belief that the
British Government will be without Indian help in the
event of an immediate Afghan invasion. But it was my
duty, especially when challenged, to put before the nation
the position logically arising from non-co-operation. It
was necessary, too, to warn the nation against being fright-
ened by the Afghan bogey.
The second part of the question contains, in my opi-
nion, a misconception of non-violence. It is no part of the
duty of a non-violent non-co-operator to assist the
Government against war made upon it by others. A non-
violent non-co-operator may not secretly or openly en-
courage or assist any such war. He may not take part
directly or indirectly in it. But it is no part of his duty to help
the Government to end the war. On the contrary, his
prayer would be, as it must be, for the defeat of a power
which he seeks to destroy. I therefore, so far as my creed
of non-violence is concerned, can contemplate an Afghan
invasion with perfect equanimity, and equally so far as
India's safety is concerned. The Afghans have no quarrel
with India. They are a god-fearing people. I warn non-
co-operators against judging the Afghans by the few
savage specimens we see in Bombay or Calcutta. It is a
superstition to suppose that they will overrun India if the
British post at the frontier is withdrawn. Let us remember
that there is nothing to prevent them from overrunning

